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State Panel to Examine Community College Service to Rural and 
Remote Areas 

SACRAMENTO — March 23, 2006 — At its March 29, 2006 meeting the California 
Postsecondary Education Commission will examine the challenges that confront community 
college districts that serve rural and remote regions of the State.  Census data indicate that nearly 
half of California counties (48%) contain rural, sparsely populated areas that often struggle with 
inadequate transportation services, limited course offerings, and little or no high-speed Internet 
services – all barriers to pursuing a postsecondary education.  

According to Executive Director Murray J. Haberman, “The Commission intends to listen and 
work with interested parties to help ensure that rural communities have greater access to quality 
college instruction and vocational training.”  He noted that, “Even though economies-of-scale are 
much more difficult to achieve in rural areas than in urban areas of the State, economic growth in 
rural communities is just as dependent on higher education as California’s cities and suburbs.”  

Commission Chair Howard Welinsky added, “It is important that we understand the challenges 
confronting rural areas so that we can properly evaluate strategies and institutional arrangements 
that seek to improve educational services.  Providing access to rural and remote residents in our 
State is an important component of the planning and coordination responsibilities of the 
Commission.” 

The Commission will hear from the general public and a panel of educators that will include 
representatives from the California Community College Chancellor’s Office, district 
representatives, and an expert in community college finance.  Following the meeting, a statewide 
advisory committee will be established to further consider the recommendations that emerge 
from a Commission study. 

The California Postsecondary Education Commission advises the Governor and Legislature on 
higher education policy and fiscal issues.  The Commission’s primary focus is to ensure that the 
state’s educational resources are used effectively to provide Californians with postsecondary 
education opportunities. 
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